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November 4 ,  2005 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
400 7 t h  S t .  , SW 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary  Mineta,  

proposed fuel-economy standards and compel automakers t o  b u i l d  f u e l -  
e f f i c i e n t  t r u c k s  and SUVs, 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  urge you t o  t i g h t e n  t h e  Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  

Events o f  t h e  past  few months have rendered t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  
new mi leage standards o b s o l e t e  - -  i f  n o t  downright r i d i c u l o u s ,  Gas 
p r i c e s  have soared t o  a l l - t i m e  h ighs and y e t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a c t u a l l y  
proposes t o  weaken f u e l - e f f i c i e n c y  standards f o r  gas -guzz l i ng  t r u c k s  and 
SUVs - -  and t o  exempt d inosaurs l i k e  t h e  8,600-pound Hummer from 
standards a l t o g e t h e r .  

and pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  needs o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  People want f u e l - e f f i c i e n t  
c a r s .  T h a t ’ s  whv sa les  o f  U.S.-made SUVs a r e  o f f  up t o  50%, w h i l e  As ian 

I t ’ s  t i m e  f o r  Bush t o  s t o p  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h i s  a u t o - i n d u s t r y  c r o n i e s  
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omy mode I s a r e  see i ng doub I e - d  i g i t  sa I es i ncreases a 

By p l a c i n g  t h e  lowest standards on t h e  h e a v i e s t  v e h i c l e s ,  t h e  new 
-economy r u l e s  encourage automakers t o  b u i l d  b i g g e r  t r u c k s .  I urge 
t o  r a i s e  mi leage standards f o r  a l l  v e h i c l e s  and compel automakers t o  
d t h e  f u e l - e f f i c i e n t  ca rs  and t r u c k s  Americans deserve. Please t e l l  
ow you in tend t o  address t h i s  important issue.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

L m  Barber 


